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Dear Elena Nikolaevna,
Below please find responses to your questions, per your request. 

1. How was the cooperation with the Consortium within the project helpful to you?  What else would you like to get from this cooperation, and in what forms?
I believe the training workshop under the project “Women’s Rights in the System of Human Rights: A New Model for Advocacy Activity” aimed at development of interaction between regional commissioners for human rights and women’s non-governmental organizations, was very useful.  I think this topic could be expanded further, but more attention should be paid to studying and dissemination of specific examples of such interactions. 
2. How significant is the problem of women’s discrimination (in various forms) in your region?  Can it be assessed based on complaints submitted to you by women?  What are the main topics of women’s complaints?  How are their applications different from those of men?
From among citizens’ applications submitted to the commissioner during the period of 2006 and 2007, the problem of women’s discrimination cannot be singled out.  At the same time, almost every third complaint is about violation of social rights of citizens in the area of social security, including the provision of benefits to socially vulnerable categories of population, such as pregnant women and children. There has been growth in the total number and percentage of complaints related to issues of labor legislation and migration laws, protection of rights of children, primarily in terms of providing orphans with housing, medical services to population in terms of subsidized provision of medicines, rights of citizens receiving retirement benefits, welfare allowances and other benefits.  These are the issues typical of applications from female applicants. 
3. What activities and methodologies did you use, or plan to use, in order to prevent violation of women’s rights in your region (for example, preparation of special reports on violation of women’s rights, establishment of special committees on the situation of women or crisis centers and shelters for women, etc.)?
The Commissioner for human rights of the Amursk Oblast is a member of the Board of the Amursk Council of women and takes an active part in its activities.  In the town of Blagoveschensk, a crisis center for women was opened – the first in the Far East.  Its experience shows that it is necessary to expand this institution and replicate its experience in other parts of the Oblast. 
At an international conference that will take place in our Oblast during April 23-25 this year, on the topic of “Monitoring of Human Rights Observance: the Role of Government Authorities and Non-governmental Advocacy Organizations in the Development of the Institution of Citizens’ Rights Protection”, we plan to include, among other issues, the following reports: “Intradepartmental Cooperation in Preventing Domestic Violence and Human Trafficking and Provision of Assistance to Victims” and “Experience of the Women’s Crisis Center in Blagoveschensk”. 
4. The Criminal Code of the Russian Federation contains two very important articles (number 136 and 145) providing for sanctions for violation of equality of rights and freedoms of people (among others, on the basis of the gender)?  Are you aware of cases when these articles were applied (or attempts to apply these articles) for court protection of women’s rights in your regions?  Do you think their application is worthwhile, or would you rather prefer other means to protect women’s rights?
There have been no incidents in the court practice lately.  I think that for protecting women’s rights, various means should be used, including judicial. Most importantly, they should be effective and bring tangible benefit. 
Sincerely,

L. S. Khascheva
