Responses:
1. First of all, my personal realization of the fact that the rights of women are a category that is still alien to the legal awareness of those who, according to the Constitution of the Russian Federation, are called upon ensuring their rigorous observance. 
In this respect, to ensure a leading role of the institution of the ombudsman in our region in preventing discrimination of women. 
- Summarize methodology of conducting gender expertise in regions.
- Conduct joint programs for gender education of the population of Russia.

- Conduct joint workshops together with representatives of the Ministry of Health and Social Development of the Russian Federation, the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Office of the General Prosecutor and the Supreme Court. 
2. The problem of women’s discrimination does not differ much from that in other regions of Russia.
In the content of complaints from women, the prevailing issues are those related to housing, evading alimony payments, illegal dismissal and delays in salary payments. 
Based on the results of 2007, a number of court appeals on enforcement of alimony payments for children maintenance increased by 9.1 percent (from 3,612 to 3,974). 
In the structure of civil appeals that were satisfied, the following cases were prevailing:

- on establishment of fatherhood – 98.9 percent (92 of 93);

- on establishment of adoption of children – 98.9 percent (160 of 162)


- on termination of marriage of spouses – 99.8 percent (4,414 of 4,422)

The statistics presented above are evidence of lack of stability in families and lack of protection of mothers who are primary initiators of court cases. 
3. In the Oblast and municipalities, the most active are public Women’s Councils uniting activists in various areas, such as business women clubs, committees of soldiers’ mothers, families with many children and others. 
In Archangelsk, there is a regional shelter that can provide housing and other social services.  In the districts and towns of the Oblast a number of rehabilitation centers have been established, to ensure social protection of population.  Unfortunately, there are no specialized centers for women who suffered from various forms of violence.
4. Unfortunately, cases per articles 136 and 145 of the Criminal Code have not been mentioned in the statistical data, though it would be worthwhile to apply them. 
5. Thanks to the active support from the Women’s Council of the Oblast, the vice-speaker of the Oblast Assembly of the Deputies Ms E. A. Vtorygina was elected a State Duma deputy in December 2007. 
In June 2007, we held an international conference and a number of round table discussions on the issues of the gender policies in the Oblast. 
