From the Advisor to the Commissioner for human rights of the Bryansk Oblast 

E.Yu. Minko.

1.     How was the cooperation with the Consortium within the project helpful to you?  What else would you like to get from this cooperation, and in what forms?
- We believe the cooperation was fruitful and interesting.  I used the information I received during the workshop in my presentations on the topic of protecting human rights.  In particular, it was during a presentation at the Bryansk branch of the Moscow University of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia on January 28, 2008, and during a presentation at the round table discussion held at the Orel Regional Academy of Public Service in the city of Bryansk, on May 10, 2007, on the topic of protecting rights of children.
2.     How significant is the problem of women’s discrimination (in various forms) in your region?  Can it be assessed based on complaints submitted to you by women?  What are the main topics of women’s complaints?  How are their applications different from those of men?
- For the period from 01.01.2006 until today there have been more applications from women than from men by 20 percent.  Women are more concerned, compared to men, about such issues as housing and realization of their labor rights, especially in terms of realization of guarantees established in the labor law for women and individuals with family obligations.  
3.  What activities and methodologies did you use, or plan to use, in order to prevent violation of women’s rights in your region (for example, preparation of special reports on violation of women’s rights, establishment of special committees on the situation of women or crisis centers and shelters for women, etc.)?

- In the Bryansk Oblast there are departments for assistance to families and children at each of the 33 Complex Centers for Social Services.  In the Volodarsk rayon of Bryansk, there is a construction of a crisis department for assisting women, which is close to completion.  The department can host up to 10 people and includes a recreation room, a small cafeteria and an office of a psychologist.  By way of preventing violation of women’s rights, this year the Commissioner plans to conduct a round table discussion among school children and students on the topic of domestic violence. 
 4.      The Criminal Code of the Russian Federation contains two very important articles (number 136 and 145) providing for sanctions for violation of equality of rights and freedoms of people (among others, on the basis of the gender)?  Are you aware of cases when these articles were applied (or attempts to apply these articles) for court protection of women’s rights in your regions?  Do you think their application is worthwhile, or would you rather prefer other means to protect women’s rights?
- Based on the information received from the deputy head of the Bryansk Oblast Court, in 2005 – 2007, there have been no criminal cases on charges for crimes described in articles 136 and 145 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation. 
