                                                                                                 To President of the Consortium of Women’s Nongovernmental Associations
E. N. Ershova 
Dear Elena Nikolaevna,
Participation in the project of the Consortium of Women’s Nongovernmental Associations, aimed at development of cooperation between regional Commissioners for human rights and women’s organizations, gave us an opportunity to learn about invaluable experience of protecting rights and freedoms of citizens, interaction between the government and civil society in the advocacy activities in Canada and the gender equality in Canada.
The problem of women’s discrimination does exist in our republic.  This is evidenced by the special report of the Commissioner entitled “Human Rights and Issues of Gender Equality in the Republic of Kalmykia”, prepared after the trip to Canada.  There are issues in the following areas: realization of the right for employment, including differentiation of payment for work in favor of men; women’s entrepreneurship, women’s representation in government authorities, violence against women and women’s right for health. 
Currently, as suggested by the Commissioner for human rights of the Republic of Kalmykia, we are considering an establishment of a republican Committee on gender equality issues in the Republic of Kalmykia. 

Sincerely,

Commissioner for human rights




V. Savis’ko
