ГОСУДАРСТВЕННЫЙ ОРГАН МОСКОВСКОЙ ОБЛАСТИ
"УПОЛНОМОЧЕННЫЙ ПО ПРАВАМ ЧЕЛОВЕКА
В МОСКОВСКОЙ ОБЛАСТИ И ЕГО АППАРАТ"
127006, Москва, ул. Садовая-Триумфальная, д. 10/13, стр. 1
тел. 650-20-38, факс 650-26-61
11 МАР 2008     №    312-ГОУПЧ

To President of the Consortium of Women’s Nongovernmental Associations
E. N. Ershova 
Office 215, Stolovy Pereulok, 6/2, Moscow, Russia 121069
Dear Elena Nikolaevna,
Let me express my gratitude for your message in my address and congratulations with the International Women’s Day!
I fully agree with you about the need to develop cooperation between regional commissioners for human rights and women’s nongovernmental associations, in the interests of protecting rights of women. 
Based on the analysis of written applications received by the Commissioner in 2005 – 2007, it appears that there have been no complaints about violating legislation protecting women’s rights on the part of the Moscow Oblast authorities, nor have there been any instances of discrimination on the basis of the gender.  As a rule, women constitute slightly over the half of the total number of applicants (53 percent in 2007).  The topics of the applications from women, in general, do not differ from those submitted by men.  Women are concerned about the issues of housing, housing maintenance, quality of utility services, social security, protection of rights and interests of children, work of law enforcement bodies and fairness of court decisions.
The Commissioner believes that the main focus of activities aimed at protecting women should be in facilitating the realization of women’s rights for motherhood and supporting family values.
Some of the aspects of this work are covered in the special report of the Commissioner “On Observing Rights of Children in the Moscow Oblast”.  In October 2007, the report was submitted to the Governor of the Moscow Oblast and the Moscow Oblast Duma. 
From January 1, 2008, a department for the protection of children’s rights was established at the office of the Commissioner for human rights of the Moscow Oblast.  The department is in charge of the issues of family, motherhood and children.
Attachment: - Newsletter of the Commissioner for Human Rights of the Moscow Oblast – 1 copy. 
We will look forward to further cooperating with you.

Sincerely,

Head of the Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights of the Moscow Oblast
T. M. Ayriyan
