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Новгородская  область

УПОЛНОМОЧЕННЫЙ ПО ПРАВАМ ЧЕЛОВЕКА
пл. Победы - Cофийская, д.1, Великий Новгород, Россия, 173005
телефон (8162) 731-422, факс (8162)731-543, е-mail: matveeva@niac.ru
	
	To President of the Public Association of Women’s Non-governmental Organizations “Consortium of Women’s Non-governmental Associations”
E. N. Ershova


Dear Elena Nikolaevna,
In response to your inquiry dated March 9, 2008, let us inform you of the following:
1. Cooperation with the Consortium generally plays a very positive role in the activities of the Commissioner for human rights.  Thanks to this cooperation, information on the important topic of protecting women’s rights can get into the system, and this information is professionally prepared and relevant.  That is why we would like to be a regular participant of the workshops and round table discussions on the issues of protecting women’s health, including environment-related health issues. It is necessary to have analytical and statistical information on the condition of women in the Russian Federation and in the world. Today we have a need to develop educational programs for adults on the gender issues, as well as programs educating boys and men.
2. In the Novgorod Oblast, we face the problem of women’s discrimination just as other regions of the country do, though maybe not so explicitly.  The majority of applications submitted to the Commissioner for human rights come from women:
In year 2006 – 57 %;

In year 2007 – 65 %.

Women constitute 55 percent of the total population.  It is women who are in charge of the basic social and household issues in the family, and that is why they are more active.  Their applications cover many common issues, such as housing, health protection, employment, getting citizenship, working with adopted children, social security, retirement benefits and many, many others.  In terms of topics, in general, applications from women and men do not differ much.  However, issues related to ecology, land improvement and environment protection are of more concern to women.  Issues related to children’s upbringing, including spiritual education and negative impact of advertisement on children and teenagers are raised by women more often than by men.  Those men who appeal to the Commissioner are often more concerned with personal problems, and these are often of quarrelsome and obstinate nature.
3. In her activities, the Commissioner for human rights of the Novgorod Oblast devotes constant and steadfast attention to women’s issues and prevention of the violation of women’s rights.  The office of the Commissioner conducts regular meetings with directors of all women’s non-governmental organizations to discuss the issue of improving women’s situation and coordinate activities, mutual assistance and information exchange.  We have been organizing joint workshops and conferences, inviting representatives of legislative and executive authorities and other relevant stakeholders.  A targeted program called “Improving the Situation of Women in the Novgorod Oblast in 2007 – 2010” was adopted, whose implementation has been performed and coordinated jointly by women’s NGOs.  In the Novgorod Oblast, a crisis center and a shelter for women were established.  In 2007, the following events were conducted:
- a round table discussion “On the Role of Women’s NGOs in the Implementation of the Oblast Targeted Program Improving the Situation of Women in the Novgorod Oblast in 2007 – 2010”; 
- an international conference “Monitoring the Realization of the Right for Employment for Women of the Novgorod Oblast”.
4. The Commissioner is not aware of the application of Articles 136 and 145 of the Criminal Code in the court advocacy on the territory of the Oblast.  In any specific court case, it is issues of a citizen that are reviewed by the court, without explicit reference to the gender. 
5. The trip to Canada contributed to expanding the scope of knowledge and information in the area of protecting rights of citizens, and allowed for comparing our work experience with that of the Canadian colleagues.  But most importantly, it re-emphasized the need to establish an independent institution of the Commissioner for Human Rights in Russia, and the need for its strengthening and improvement.  The next step that seems logical is education of adults and gender education.  The established community of women’s non-governmental organizations in the Novgorod region had a serious impact on changing the position of women: thus, a number of women working at the decision-making level in the legislative and executive authorities increased; social and economic issues related to improving women’s situation are being successfully solved; a special newspaper “Women’s Parliament” is published with the support of the Oblast administration; and there are regular meetings for women held on such relevant topics as employment, health and education. On October 3-4, 2008, at the initiative of the Commissioner for human rights of the Novgorod Oblast, an Inter-Regional Forum called “The Role of Modern Women in the Social and Economic Development of the Region: Issues and Solutions” will take place.  The forum will summarize the accumulated experience and help develop recommendations for further development of women’s community.
Sincerely,
Commissioner
for Human Rights

of the Novgorod Oblast

G. S. Matveeva
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